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TO WHOM COMETH THE BLESSING 


eT) 


Not to the man of dollars, 

Not to the man of deeds, 

Not to the man of cunning, 
Not to the man of creeds, 

- Not to one whose passion 

Is for the world’s renown, 
Notin the form of fashion, 

Cometh a blessing down. 


Not to the folly blinded, 

Not to the steeped in shame, 
‘Not tothe carnal-minded, 
' Not to unholy fame, 
Not to neglect of duty, | 
* Notin the monarch’'s crown, 
Not at the smile of beauty, 

Cometh a blessing down. 


2 


e 


‘But to the one whose spirit 
Yearns for the great and good, 
Unto the one whose storehouse 
Yieldeth the hungry food. 
Unto‘the one whose labors, 
Fearless of foe or frown. 

Unto the kindly hearted 
Cometh the blessing down. 
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TOPICS IN BRIEF 


The Kaiser had over 500 uniforms, 
most of which he took with him. 
* * * 


All dressed up with nowhere to go. 
* * * Q 


If the Bolshevists gained control in. 


Germany would the Calgary Herald think 
it sufficient punishment ? 
* * * 


Moses, had ten commandments — 
President Wilson fourteen. 
* * * 

The crop that never fails and cannot 
fail so longsas the common people do not 
assert their political power is the million- 
aire crop. 

* * * 

It’s a crop that can’t be raised and have 

much for ourselves at the same time! 
* * * 

How, and when, will the Farmers’ 
Platform be enacted into law ? 

% * * 


When down in the mouth think of Jonah 
—he came out all right. : 


When the Farmer Goes To Parliament! 2 


YOU.GO To 


ickefs 1! 


ne 
INDE PER OM 
GOING TO PARLIAMENT 


te ay ia Redo Dias cares a bp Sake ENF g 


Halifax Se — | 
dont need your 


pairing “Best in Alberta.” . 


_ 


r 


\ 


ye - 


Ly 
ry 
2 


4 lg 


One Dollar per year No. 2 Be 


IT’S THE SAME. “OVER. THERE" 


The Grange Farmers (in the States) at ‘ 
their national convention at Syracuse; . : 
N.Y.,, adopted a new programme’ which © 
included a plank for political representation. 


of farmers in order to obtain better con- 
ditions of livelihood. It asserts 


all legislative ‘bodies.’’ 


‘Farmers everywhere are ‘realizing that’ 


they can get better eonditions and general 
improvement of their occupation only 
by political means. No class of people 


have tried harder to succeed by the old). 
than the farmers, and their ~~ 
years of poorly paid toil show that they: 


formula 


must turn to the same*methods by which 
the privileged few have been able to 
secure thejr enormous profits, and pile 
up their vast wealth. i 3 


“Will Workman” says ‘*The Labor : 


Convehtion"’ was great. Page 4. 
\* * * 


The Non-Partisan is the best read 
paper in Alberta. 
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THE DEAD HAND | 


The recent visit of Hon.-T. A. Crerar: 


to Calgary has not done much to strengthen 
the faith of his friends in the leader of the 
Farmers’ Cause throughout the West. 
Mr. Crerar is perhaps the strangest com- 
bination ever seen in Canadian political 
life. No one would question his sincere 
desire to see the farmer placed in a stronger 
position so far as economic justice is 


concerned and yet it is open to question - 
if there is living in the Dominion of Canada ° 


a single human soul who has missed so 
great an opportunity to do the farmers’ 
cause a real'service. There is no exaggera- 
tion in that statement—it is a matter of 
absolute fact. 


The Grain Growers’ Movement had . 


its genesis in economic oppression. ‘The 
Union Government was founded on the 
desire to perpetuate oppression. It owes 
its existence to a moral lapse of the most 
disgraceful kind known as the War Times 
Election Act. The farmers were organized 
to secure justice —the Government formed 
to sate to the full the rapacious appetites 
of men who had fattened on the very 
existence of the agricultural classes. Evi- 
dence of this fact is found in the papers 
almost daily. Manufacturers—shielded 
and protected by a government of which 
Mr. Crerar is a member are trebling their 
pre-war profits and openly publishing 
the statements of these phenomenal suc- 
cesses in the daily papers, and the press 
silenced by the pap of government and 
manufacturer sits silent or applauds. 
Mr. Crerar came to Calgary not as a 
representative of that -Government but 
as the official head of a corporation which 
sheds millions as ducks shed rain. He 
boasts that the corporation owned by 


farmers is as big and prosperous as any 


of them, thus showing how the lion and 
the lamb can dwell together in peace 
and amity. How long will it be under 
such conditions before the edge drops 
from the farmers’ argument and he 
accepts with meekness the dish that is 
set before him. 

For the entry of sense into that Cabinet 
there was justification—for Mr. Crerar’s 
existence re it there is no shadow of 
an excuse# Foster is there because he is an 
old cynic who believes that politics owes 
him a living with triple expense accounts. 


“ Rowell may enter in because he represents 


the strong. anti-pope outfit of Ontario 
who profit from religion and hope to keep 
religious prejudices alive for dividends’ 
sake. Meighen could justify his.existence 
in any corner of the universe. He is a 
trained legal hair-splitter—a.: master of 
evasive sophistry and chimerical casuistry. 
Meighen could .defend Judas, or bring a 
charge against, John with equal equanimity. 
He is in his right place. Sifton belongs 
to that government because he is Sifton-—— 
cold—calculating and cautious—determin- 
ed that no matter how the ice breaks he 
will be found floating on the biggest 
chunk. Sir Thomas White is there holding 
the brief for those who put the flesh on his 
bones. And Mr. Crerar’s presence is 
desired for camouflage—he serves to 
shield the wolves. 

‘Years ago when the present writer was 
defending the farmers’ cause in the East, 
a very wise and shrewd old business man 
of the possessing class said to him: ‘“‘ We’ll 
get the farmers sometime—-they are going 
into business now, they will soon be on 
our side.” \ That is the tragedy of it—a 
shifting of ideals, a scramble for money 
instead of a fight for justice. How often 
is Democracy poisoned and how frequently 
the drought is handed to her in the house 
of her friends. —L. E. Carp. 


, 


t i} i ; i ; : 
~ Why Co-operators Entered 
: | ‘Politics 
d A reader of the ] NP. f 
‘ copy of the Co-operative News. ti with a 
of associated industry in Britain Journal 
very unlike the old Co-operative Newsis 
used to read’ which was against dire 


~ political action. Now it is fulj Of politics 


Ten Candidates Run 


The co-operators financed ; 
candidates at the recent election wy 
explaining why the Co-operative mo i 
ment entered into politics, the National 
Co-operative manifesto admitted tha 
there had been in years gone by a tis 
feeling against the. co-operative movement 
entering politics and being directly re az 
sented in Parliament. This feeling had 
been encouraged and helped by the 
vested interests which were repre. 
sented in Parliament. 


Injustices Suffered 


The renewed demands for the taxation 
of co-operative dividends, the imposition 
of the excess profits duty, and the per- 
sistent refusal to. allow co-operators to be 
represented on committees setup by the § 
Government were only a few of the in. | 
justices from which the  co-operators | 
suffered. At the outbreak of the war the 
movement offered its whole resources and 
organization to the Government with a 
view to eliminating intermediate agencies 
and preventing profiteering in the food 
of the people. The offer was rejected. 


A Practical Policy 


The manifesto goes on'to show that the 
Co-operative Party, by combining the in- 
terests of the producer and the consumer 
in industry, and abolishing intermediate 
agencies; and by its ownership of vast 
fields of production, factories, 
chinery for the economical distribution of 
food, has a practical and constructive 
policy, and has the experience which will 
enable jit to apply co-operative principles: 
to the grave questions now confronting the 
nation; and by securing to the workers a 
better share of the wealth their labor 
creates, the co-operative movement has 
proved of valuable service in promoting 
industrial..peace. 

Programme ; 

The Co-operators demand from the 
Government— - v4 

That the care of those broken or male 
by the war, their dependents, and the wel- 
fare of the dependents of those who have 
laid down their lives shall be the first duty 
of the State. ; ; 

A definite and practical policy of recon 
struction; the organization of war wo 
for the purpose of peace; the eden oe 
of the pledges given to organized labor 
the out-break of the war. | ‘a 

The immediate restoration of the * 
dom of the press, freedom of speech, a 
other civil liberties. ne ater: 

Legislation for the abolition of pro “f 
ing and the development of ole 6 
operation; and resistance to legisis hinder 
administrative ‘nequality which wil 
co-operative progress. } 

Free i fade. a the abolition of taxes 
upon food. ; 

Adequate housing for the people, iit 
anced by the National Exchequer, ‘l se- 
pulsorily provided on lines whic se 
cure healthy, decent and suitable a 
modation for the whole community: te pro- 

A Ministry of Health, with adequa nity 
vision by the State for the care of matet ue 

The recasting. of the educational sys the 
on national lines; equal aa aes Oa 


and ma- 


highest education to all, unhampered by 

the caste system now. prevailing, which 
iimits :the resources, of the State and 
hinders the democtarisation of the State 
services, militant, diplomatic, civil, and 
commercial. ae 

Increased death duties, increased taxa- 

‘ tion on unearned income; State ownership 
‘and control of the railways, mines, and 
shipping; and the establishment of credit 
banks in connection with a national system 
of banking, all of these to meet the finan- 

| dal obligations of the nation. 

Effective Parliamentary control of for- 
eign policy and national services by 
committees composed of all parties in the 
House of Commons. 

An Alliance of all the peoples; and a 
League of Nations as a guarantee of the 
world’s peace. 


Programme Vital to Welfare of People 


This programme vitally affects the future 
welfare of the people. The co-operative 
political movement did not seek to have 
in its keeping the political conscience of 
any man, yet it urged the safest course 
for them was to understand and stand by 
their own principles. They wanted:— 


To abolish profiteering. 


To have Full Work and Full Wages 
for all. 
Improved National Education for all. 


The Land for the People. | 


. Co-operative Organization of the 
Nation's Resources for the Benefit of 
the Workers. 

The Abolition of the Idler 


How to Get It. 


How was it possible to get that pro- 
gramme from a Coalition of shipowners, 
brewers, peers, landlords, lawyers, com- 
mercial magnates, middlemen, railway di- 
rectors, bankers, financiers, aristocrats, 
industrial millionaires, soapmakers, arma- 
ment makers, and in-the-game-for-what- 
they-can-get-out-of-it politicians? 

‘The whole thing is a roaring farce, and 
will shortly be proved to be so. It was 
folly to expect the’ present owners of the 
national resources to tamely hand them 
over. They would fight to the last ditch 
against it! It was not’ the Reconstruc- 
tion-After-the-War ideal of these gentlemen 
But—No question is ever settled until 
it is settled right.” —JOHN PHAROS 
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YOUNG DIANA, by Marie Corelli .......:e eee ee reer rrers 1.50 
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What Is Politics ? 


By D. F. Boissevain, Strathmore. 
Says ce the Science of Government 
ana not a Contest for Power.” 


ia au ges paced letter of last Dec. 
totake cna unham urges farmers not 

ir Organization into politics 
for says he, “Tn the U. F. A. we must handle 
east questions and problems with imports 

Te anny eee questions of politics.” 
Siorai Ed St what is meant, when the 
dict: olitics’’ is used, I looked up the 
rete found it had two definitions, 
rhe G cience of Government” and 
Soe ontest between two parties for 

So James Weir to the contrary notwith- 
standing, S. S. D. is right as a tivet when 
he uses the word in its second definition. 
But, if he means that the farmers have 
, 8reater questions and problems of more 
import’ than can be settled by the practic- 
al applications of the ‘‘Science of Govern- 
a Jim Weir has him beaten to a stand- 
still. 

The farmers of Manitoulin have proved 
what they realize about it back east; while 
out west, Mrs. Louise C. McKinney and 
Jim Weir, are demonstrating to all who 
have eyes to see and ears to hear, that in 
our legislative assembly they are in perfect 
harmony with S$. S. Dunham’s advice, and 
by keeping aloof ‘‘from the contest between 
two parties for power’ are even there 
advancing ‘‘the science of government” 
which so far has been asubject religiously 
avoided by any kind of old party politicians. 
In proving that actually the study of 
‘the science of government’”’ can cause the 
cessation of the loss of life which has been 
occasioned through the contest of ‘‘two 
parties for power,” then, I claim to have 
made my case clear. 

First then, I hold that the insane isola- 
tion of our rural population, equally with 
the criminal crowding of our cities is due 
to the speculation in real estate; and that 
both conditions are brought about. by 
legislation favoring specially privileged 
persons, who by reason of such privileges 
can influence and assist certain parties to 


power; and who without such aid would, 


not have obtained it. 

The C.P.R. was given the ownership of 
lands for twenty miles on either side of the 
track in practically alternate sections, 
with selections of better agricultural lands 
at greater distances from the track in lieu 
of swamps or other worthless lands. Thus 
when I settled on a homestead near Moose 
Mountains, Sask., in 1884, I found this 
condition of ruthless isolation 40 miles from 
the railroad track. 

What such criminal isolation leads to is 
best demonstrated when three years ago it 
was given in statistics that over Five 


Seventh Edition $3.15 
Eighth Edition $4.50 


Hundred Babies died annually for 


want of care in Sask alone. Picture 
this condition of affairs and figure how 
many mothers lost their lives as’ well, o1 
had their health and strength ruined for 
good. It is a fact far beyond the power of 
contradiction, that this murder of the 
Innocents, this ruination of the home, this 
dishonoring of our fatherhood and mother. 
hood, goes on in all our. provinces and is 
the direct result of the gift of the heritage 
of our people to the soulless railroad cor- 
poration in exchange for its political in- 
fluence. . 

Will our boys—the flower of our man- 
hood—have suffered and died in vain in 
Flanders fields to stop the Hun from the 
slaughter of the defenceless and the dese- 
cration and desolation of all that is dearest 
to us on earth, because we stand idly by, 
and allow the unspeakable Kaiser to be out 
done by the profiteers in land, simply 
because the. methods are so refined that 
they cause neither bloodshed nor spectacu- 
lar savagery? 


Only by truly scientific government can 


we change these conditions, and labor will 
be right with us for statistics also prove, 
clear as the midday sun, that the percent- 
age of infant mortality increases rapidly 
as the rate of wages declines. We must 
change our economic conditions, our indus- 
trial organizations, our tenure of lands, the 
ownership of the means of communication 
transportation and distribution. 

Out of the disorder and chaos wrought 
decades of profiteering and infamous 
political and other scandals, we must build 
up a social and economic structure of meth- 
od, founded .on justice and truth through 
study of the ‘‘science of government.” 
It is a stupendous task but who says 
‘‘can’t”’ with the example of Langemarck, 
St. Julien and Vimy Ridge’ before us. 


What task was too great for the boys, and | 


for the women who were healing their. 
wounds and soothing their fevered brow 
to the sound of warring cannon and bursting 
shell? 

‘‘I speak for those who have no privileges,”’, 
said president Wilson. in his immortal 
speech on the conditions of a world peace 
to be founded on justice. It is youand I, 
my farmer friends, who are working for: the 
same people when we come together to ap- 
ply ‘‘the ‘science of government’’ through 


the Non-Partisan League to our distorted . 
_ social environment. 


Thank God our methods are peaceful 
and as surely as the application of science 
to agriculture has revolutionized that indus- 
try since I was a boy, doing good only, so 
shall we apply the science of government 
in constructive sense only, making our 
homes beautiful, our lives free from useless 
care and toil, and Canada free, -glorious 
and prosperous, safe in the democracy our 
boys died to establish. . 

— DANIEL F. BoIssEVAIN 
U * , 
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Industrialist and Extremist are agreed 


Alberta Convention of Labor 
By Will Workman 


Convention showed great advance in 


Thought by the Workers. 


~The art of condensing much and varied 
matter into small compass without at the 
same time destroying its sense is generally 
considered to be a sign of genius. and 

he would be some genius that could ade- 
quately convey the impressions made by 
this Convention into two columns. Per- 
haps the impression that leaves its deepest 
indent on one’s consciousness is the thought 
that over one hundred men of different 
nationalities, diverse occupations, .and 
whose environment and training should 
have had the effect, looking at it from the 
surface, of creating different avenues -of 
thought could agree on qny line of action, 
yet it was very clear throughout the dis- 
cussions. that on fundamentals‘ and on 
ultimate aims there was no dissension only 


on methods of accomplishment. 


In this respect the Convention just 
closed at Medicine Hat shows a marked 
advance over any of its predecessors and 
clearly proves, that what is termed cldass- 
consciousness is making new converts at 
a very rapid rate. When the insular, 
foreigner-despising sons of John Bull, who 
formed perhaps the major; part of the 
convention are prepared;to stand on 
common ground’ with natives of Sunny 
Italy, ‘Russia and Servia, the doom of 
narrow souled patriotism is sealed and the 
larger, more inspiring dream of Inter- 
nationalism has a place in the arena. 


The next was the firm stand taken on 
the question of Industrial Unionism. 
If the spirit shown on this is any indication 
of what is being thought and done in 
other parts the old craftnions can begin 
to make their funeral arrangements. With 
one or two exceptions craft unions as they 
exist; to-day had neither defenders nor 
apologists, the aristocratic typographer, 


’ the respectable railroader, and member of 


building trades were-one with*the miner in 
supporting the claims of Industrial Union- 
ism and showing the futility of hoping 
much from the marrow sectionalism of 
craft organizations. The old, old cry, 
‘“Workers of the World Unite’ ’would 
seem to be no longer a pious exhorbitant, 
but a direct demand. Whatever 
unions have done, the unamious feeling 
was that they contained no star of hope 
for the future and that 1fo offence would be 
committed by supplanting them. 


In point of significance the fact that this 
Convention went on record in favor of the 
Socialization of Industry and all processes 
that go into making life real should have 
When ‘Trades _ Unionist, 


that the Capitalist system is from the 
ground up wrong, there must be grounds 
for that belief, and there was no mistaking 
the conviction that society as organised 
to-day was fundamentally opposed to 
human progress and.to that democracy 
that had been fought for on Flanders 
Fields. The desire to relieve suffering to 
right the-wrongs wherever or whatever 
their nature was also strikingly apparent. 
This amounted in some instances to almost 
a religous fervor. / : 


It was strikingly manifest in the many 
discussions that centred around the sub- 
ject of Allied Intervention in Russia. The 
concensus of opinion -was in no doubt as 
to the motive inspiring this intervention, 
it was felt by one and all that in. view of 


the stated war aims of the Allies, in view 


of the loftiness of view as expressed by 


F; 
J 
i 


£ 


craft. 


The Alberta Non Partisan 


Pres. Wilson, Sir Edward Grey and others, 
that to Intervene in Russia was.a travesty 
of the stated aims, mere sophistry or 
eye-wash. \ 
In the demand for the release of Con- 
scientious objectors a determined note was 
struck and if the attitude taken is an 
index to what is felt throughout the ranks 
the failure of the Government to act will 
undoubtedly spell trouble. The subject 
of restrictions and censorship of the press 
also awoke a unanimous response and once 
again from Red, Ultra Red and Moderate 
came the impression that the sacred cause 
of Freedom, freedom of expression, whether 
by tongue or pen was not to be further 
encroached on and whatever the necessi- 
sies of war imposed, there was no longer 
the slightest excuse for such autocratic 
enactments. wn 
Coming down to purely Provincial mat- 
ters much useful work was done. The 
demand for a better and more rigid en- 
forcement of the laws governing sanitation 
housing and general health matters, proved 
the knowledge and consciousness that if 
life is to be something more than existence, 
these things must be attended to and that 
it is the business of the state to attend to 
them. The prevention of sickness and 
disease rather than its cure was generally 
eonceded should be the aim of the State 
and the Nationalization of the Medical 
Profession would be the first step in that 
direction. ‘The bringing in of such pro- 


saic measures as the Mines Act, The 


Mechanics Lien Act, and The Compensa- 
tion Act along with a bill to look after the 
Mothers of the Race, showed the broad 
intelligent view of the duties of citizenship 
held by both officers and rank and file of 
the Convention. Nor were these things 
slurred over; in many cases a very detailed 
interest was shown and it was quite evi- 
dent that a goodly numbér of the delegates 
had more than a passing knowledge of what 
was required. ‘ 

By reftising to endorse the request for 
stronger beer the ‘Alberta Federation of 
Labor placed itself in line with progressive 
thought and to a life abstainer it was 
gratifying to hear and to note. that no 
longer does the worker thmk in terms of 
beer and tobacco, and that although there 


are’ many causes contributing to his dis-: 


tress, alcohol is one of them and it must 
go. In this connection another epoch was 


~ reached when delegations from the Minis- 
terial Association, The Social Service, and ’ 


Women’s’ Christian Temperance Union 
appeared to-thank the Convention for its 
attitude. ‘Truly it may be said that the 
grey dawn now breaking is full of promise. 
In its concurrence without a dissenting 
voice with a motion submitted to alter the 
treatment of those unfortunate women 
who sell their bodies, the Convention again 
proved that good living in a moral as well 
as a physical sense is desired. 


The reconstruction policy advocated was 
on the lines of the ‘British Labor Party. 
Again there was compiete agreement as to 
the necessity for eliminating patchwork, 
the Convention had no use for any scheme 
as submitted by Manufacturers’ Associ- 
tions and the like, no palliatives, no bol- 
stering up, but reconstruction. Space 
forbids me to go into details on all sub- 
jects dealt with, but one and all they were 
on sound progressive lines. 


In_ endorsing the Reconstruction Policy 
the Convention went on record as favoring 
the formation of a workers party. The 
vote on this was by.no means unanimous 
yet a fairly general feeling existed that if 
we are to carry out the policies of the 


Federation we shall have to be represented. ' 


in the hall of legislation. The feeling that 
a crisis was impending was clearly noted 


; 
ok, 


throughout the whole Conven 
there was a noticeable oneness, 
Throughout the proceedings there ] 
was a broadminded tolerance bet mae 
the different factions that again shee 
advance on former years, Undoubtene 
“The Day” is being brought appreciabl. 
nearer by such Conventions as these L 
the opinion of all shades of opinions a.4 
I consulted all shades as to its truth ie 
Convention of the Alberta Federation ‘ 
Labor just closed will compare favorabl, 
with any Convention held either in Canady 
or the United States. no 


tion, in this 


4 Win, Workman 
A NEW PARTY 


At the close of the Convention helq at 
Medicine Hat a meeting was held to make 
arrangements for the formation of 4 
Political Party. It was arranged that a 
conference be held in Calgary at a later 
date and that all kindred bodies such as 
U.F.A., Non-Partisan and Great War: 
Veterans be invited to send representatives. 


OUALITY FIRST 
"RESTAURANT | 


CLUB CAFE 


111 8th AVENUE WEST 
CALGARY 


“The Company. With a Record ” 


Great North 
Insurance 


mE CO, am 


Fire, Automobile 
Hail and Live Stock 


Farmers! Place your insurance with. 
a company whose Head Office is 
within easy reach and prompt service 
can be given. 


See our local agent or write Head 
Office :— 


205 Oddfellows’ Block, Calgary, Alta. 
or The Empire Financiers Ltd., 
307 Darke Block, Regina, Sask. 


Prompt adjustment and Payment 
. of Losses 
A see a dt ee 


Agents Wanted- 


W.J. WALKER, J. T. NORTH, 
Pres. and Mgr. Secretary: 


«Politics is the business of the people’”’ 


‘The Alberta 


|- Non Partisan 


for the creation of Independent and 


Progressive Thought and Action. 
J. H. Ford. Business Mgr 


410-411 Leeson and Lineham Block Phone M1801 
ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR 


Wm. Irvine. Editor 
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There is no wealth but life. That country is the 
richest which nourishes the greatest number of noble 
and happy human beings.’’—Ruskin. 


_the Alberta Non Partisan: 


secure its aims. After years of indus- p 


trial organization and effort this body 
has come to the: conclusion that 
political action is essential to ultimate 
success, and thus labor enters’ the 
political field to' make a bid for power 
aS a means toward the expressed 
aims of industrial organizations. This 
we believe is the logical step, and if 
the organized farmers, who meet in 
Edmonton next week take similar 
action, and co-operate with labor in 
this regard, a new day will have 
dawned for Canada. 


* * 


—__—_—_—__—_ WHAT The U.F.A. Conven- 
WILL THE tion is being held in 

‘THE ALBERTA The conference of U-F.A. DO? Edmonton next week, 
LABOR the Alberta Feder- : Thousands of people, 
CONFERENCE ation of Labor re- uot only in Alberta, but throughout 


cently held at 
Medicine Hat has been one of the 
‘most important in the history of the 
Labor movement of th¥s Province. 
The questions of wotld importance 
‘that are waiting for solution have 


had an undoubted influence on the , 


deliberations of this body,. and have 
served somewhat as a spur to drive 
the conference to definite conclusions 
and actions. _ 2 

One of the noteworthy incidents in 
connection with the conference at 
Medicine Hat was the prominence of 
the ‘‘Impossibilist’’ group led by Mr. 
Jos. Knights, of Edmonton: This 
section was true to type in its opposi- 
tion to every sane policy along the 
lines of evolutionary process. The 
“All Red”’ socialists of Alberta, like 
those of every other country, are the 
products of capitalist society, and 
suffer from a kind of mental derange- 
ment which merits public sympathy 
but not public support. We classify 
the socialist movement in its strictly 
orthodox form under this heading 
because while it wants what every 
Sane person desires, yet it says, ‘If 
anyone attempts to help get what 
we want, such an one is a traitor.”’ 


The Alberta Federation of Labor de- 


cided, however, to help the Socialists 
to get what they want in spite of the 


protest on\the part of the Socialists. 


- 


The Federation went on record as 
favoring political action on the part 
of organized, labor as a means of 


-Working toward the expressed aims of 


Socialism—namely the securing by 
the workers of the means of wealth 
Production and distribution. ‘This 
step has been forced by conditions, 
and hence the very outcome of the 
Socialist philosophy: ‘This seems ee 
be the only means why the Socialist 
faction opposed it. 

_ The decision’ of Organized Labor 
In Alberta to take political action’ 1s 
significant and indicates a change in 


the policy of Labor. in its-efforts to 


the Dominion, have their eyes on 


this convention, and are waiting with . 


interest to see what steps, if any, the 


U.F.A. is going to take in respect to. 


the great issues which confront the 
people of Canada at this time. But 
the question of keenest interest is 
that of political action. Will the 

.F.A. continue its ‘watchful wait- 
ing’ or will it decide on a new 
policy of action ? 

There are undoubtedly two factions 
in the U.F.A., composed of those 
who do and those who do not 
believe in the farmers organizing to 
obtain political power. While we 
believe, with the leaders of the U.F.A., 
that as an industrial organization the 
U.F.A. would invite disaster to take 
up politics officially, yet we see that 
it will be in as great danger of dis- 
ruption if it avoids the political 
issue. Sooner or later it must take a 
stand; it cannot much longer con- 
tinue to straddle the fence of political 
influence; it must give some direction 
to those within its ranks who see the 
need of political action, or be torn 
asunder by factions as powerful to 
disturb and destroy as the old parties 
would be, were the U.F.A. to decide 
to enter politics. | 

*& *  *# 


THE The U.F.A. will not for 
LOGICAL long be able to dodge 
COURSE the dilemma in which 


the ever growing de- 
mand for political organization 1s 
gradually placing it. But if the con- 
vention will open its eyes it will 
see the clear course to take, and will 
unhesitatingly take that course. The 
U.F.A. will see, first of all, if it 
looks, the program of desired legisla- 
tion which its representatives have 
drawn up; it will know that, to draw 
a program of legislation is not 
sufficient effort to obtain such legis- 
lation. It will also see that the leaders 
of the organized farmers have ad- 
mitted in connection with the said 


up 


old parties have consistently refused 
to give such legislation; and it will 
see that a political organization has 
actually come among the farmers in 


response to the U.F.A. demands for - 


legislation, and that that organization 
is the Non-Partisan League. 


The course of the U.F.A.. should 
be to pass a resolution after the follow- 
ing manner: ‘“‘ Resolved, that we, the 
United Farmers of Alberta in con- 


vention assembled, believe in organ- 


ization for political action, and that 
whereas we are an industrial organ- 
ization and as such- deem it inadvis- 
able to officially enter the political 
arena, we commend to our members 
that political movement known as 
the Non-Partisan League, which is 
the true child of the U.F.A. Standing 
as the League does for the democratic 
election of legislative representatives; 
and for definite legislation. which 


seeks to unite all people on. the > 


principle uf issues instead of, parties, 
we recommend that our members 
support this movement, and seek’ to 
direct it in such a way as to make it 
the true vehicle of democratic govern- 


ment, and-that we will co-operate... 
with this movement in the proper 
relation of an industrial to a political | 
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organization. | : 
We do not seek this in the interests 


of the League, but in the interests © 


of the U.F.A.. We will fight the 
battles of the movement whether the 
U.F.A. co-operates with us or not, 
but we believe that both organizations 
would greatly profit were the U.F.A! 


to clear the air by the passing of some’ 
If it did nothing 


such resolution. 
else it would make clear the separate 


functions of both movements,--and. 


pave the way for mutual helpfulness 
and co-operation 
present indifference and incidentally 
would solve the: problem of ‘‘What 
to do about Politics ?”? which is 
growing in both magnitude and inten- 
sity in the ranks of the U.F.A. 


* * 


‘FREE Canada has beem. for 
SPEECH some years governed by 
patriots who believed, 


that they were showing their patriot- 
ism by doing things in its name which 
they would not do in their own 
names. 
for instance, voted for the election 
act in the name of patriotism, even 
though the principle of the act was 
contrary to their sense of right. May 
we be speedily delivered from this 
kind of patriotism. a. 
One of.the most valued principles 
of ‘‘Canadian Freedom’ —a boasted 
heritage of British origin, namely 
freedom of. speech has been with- 


A 


program, that the. legislation therein 
desired” is. necessary, and that the 


instead of the. 


Some professed democrats, © 
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Losses to Our Movement | 


sakes L. C. McKinney, M.L.A. 


The ‘ranks of our 
membership in the 
Claresholm Constit- 
uency have been sad- 
ly depleted during 
the past few days in 
the passing of Mr; 
and Mrs. O. J. Am- 
mundsen and Mr. 
Joe McAlpine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Am- 
mundsen were the 
unfortunate victims 
of an automobile ac- 
cident near Midna- 
pore on Sunday, Dec. 29th and the 
whole community of Claresholm was 
shrouded in sorrow as they were among 
the earliest and most prominent set- 
tlers in the district and were always 
‘jdentified with every progressive move- 
ment in the town. ray 

It is therefore not surprising that 

such a man with large farming inter- 
ests should be one of the first to identi- 
fy himself with the Non-Partisan 
movement. True to his nature he was 
not only a member but one of the very 
active type and during the election 
campaign of 1917 he was chairman of 
the central committee of Claresholm 
and spared neither time nor energy in 
his efforts to advance the interests of 
the League. A man of his vision with 
his years of experience and sane judg- 
ment is one whom we can ill afford to 
lose. 
Mr. McAlpine is another of the many 
victims of influenza. A young man 
only 35 years of age, a prosperous 
farmer and a splendid citizen succumb- 
ed to flu-pneumonia on Tuesday Jan. 
7th leaving a wife and three small 
children. Mr. McAlpine was one of 
the most energetic of our members 
a man who intelligently adopted the 
principles of the League and in all 
sincerity and enthusiasm proceeded 
to carry them out. To such men as 
this we look for our stalwart supporters 
and the place he has occupied will be 
exceedingly hard to fill. 

We deeply appreciate what such men 
as these have given our movement and 
while we mourn their loss very deeply 
yet will not be discouraged by their 
going but will rather let the inspira- 
tion of their lives be as a guiding star 
to lead us to greater effort. In ex- 
tending to the stricken families our 
heartfelt sympathy I am sure we are 
only expressing the thoughts of all 
our membership. 

Another of our friends to suffer a 
sad bereavement is Rev. Will Irwin, 
of Edmonton, Mrs Irwin, a young 
woman only 28 years of age, died from 
Influenza on Sunday December 22nd 
leaving two little boys aged 3 and 4 
years. Mr. Irwin was himself ill at 
the time and while able to attend the 
funeral services was not able to ac- 
company the body of his wife East for 
burial. Mr. Irwin prior to June last 
tesided at Lomond and is well known 
in Alberta as a progressive thinker and 
a8 one who is keenly interested in 
Social reform. Those who attended 
the Non-Partisan Convention in Cal- 
Gary last March will remember the 
zeal and interest he displayed in our 
Cause. The sympathy of our whole 


membership is extended to our brother 
in this hour of sorrow. . 
Louise C. McKINNEY 


An Appreciation of 
ohn Kennedy’s Position 


Ne ee ces es, 


By The Editor 


We reproduced in our last issue an 
aps which appeared in the Weekly 
Sarai the pen of Mr. John Kennedy 

Phe question of the farmers entering 
politics. Mr. Kennedy is one of the 
ope undets of the farmers organ- 
Le ovement and speaks to-day from 

wisdom which comes of long ex- 
perience and. mature judgment. We 
are more than pleased to find that such 
an able and successful leader should 
Give expression in a states man-like 
and comprehensive manner to the 
ideas which are fundamental to the 
Non-Partisan movement, and which 
constitute the policy of this paper. 

Some of the points brought out by 
Mr. Kennedy are worthy of recapitu- 
lation and comment. He gives a final 
answer to the fearful souls who will 
not move until they find a leader, or 
who predict failure because some 
farmers’ organizations failed years ago. 
He properly says that ‘‘no jeader is 
required until we build up something 
to lead,”’ and that those who fear fail- 
ure “lack faith in themsefves and faith 
in humanity."* There is no doubt 
that every movement will fail until it 
knows how to succeed, and it is only 
by failure that we can get to KnowHow. 
All great discoveries whether it be of 
the poles of the earth, new continents, 
or in the realm of science and phil- 
osophy, have been made on the fail- 
ures of multitude. The fact that 
Nansen failed to find the North Pole 
was no argument against Peary going 
in search of it, nor did it prevent 
Peary from discovering it. Ali failures 
are but stepping stones to sucess, so 
that we have more hopes of winning out 
out in the political venture because 
others have tried and failed; we will 
not repeat their errors. 

The great danger of wrecking the 
the existing farmers’ organizations 
does not come from any endeavour 
after political action of an independ- 
ent or domestic origin. As Mr. Ken- 
nedy clearly shows the farmers will 
be bound to support the party whether 
Grit or Tory which adopts most of 
the platform of the Canadian Council 
of Agriculture. The result will be 
that members of the U.F.A. or of any 
of the other farmers’ organizations 
who belong to the party accepting 
the least of the farmer's platform will 
be divided against the others and hence 
disruption. It is said that the best 
way to fight a defensive war is to invade 
the country from which the offensive 


is expected, or to take the offensive. 


his is true in our case, the:best way 
to protect farmers’ organizations from 
the exploitation. of politicians is to 
make an organized attack against the 
politicians; to build up a new political 
movement which will bring people of 
common interest together. We anti- 
cipated this in Alberta and. did two 
years ago what Mr. Kennedy now 
urges upon the farmers of Ontario. 
But we would be glad to co-operate 
with all the provinces in:a. matter of 
such vast importance, and believe in 
making an attempt at bringing labor 
and farmer together. The time is. 
ripe now for a Dominion Convention 
composed of Farmers and Labor men 
to formulate the policy to be followed: 
and ,to launch an educational and 
organization campaign that will cover 
the Dominion of Canada. 

Mr. Kennedy shows the advantage 
of holding the balance in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly. We agree with | this 
but are not going to be content with 
one foot on each end of the political 
*“*teeter.”"" The batance.of power among 
nations is fast giving place to a League 
of Nations; the balance of power in 
parliament must give place to a 
Parliament of the People. Let us have 
the balance of power by all means *but 
that will only be a step toward: com-, 
plete control of all governmental 
forces by the Canadian people. This 


is our aim. 
* * * 


Read. ‘““Do Elections ‘Concern Wo- 


men,’ page 14. 
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The Exquisite Work 


Of our stitching machine is a revelation 
to those accustomed to old-fashioned 
shoe repairing, and we use only the best 
of materials in our work. o 
efficiency will keep you from ever going 
back to old-time cobbling service. 
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‘When Pricey Braght Rate, 
and Oats 


"By Jas. Weir, M.L.A. 


? 


The most serious 
question facing the 
farmers of Western 
Canada at the 
moment is the ab- 
sence of any assur- 
ance on the part of 
the Government of 
a: satisfactory price 
fixed or otherwise 
for this year’s 
wheat crop. The 
Calgary Herald in 
Friday’s issue gave 
the astonishing ad- 
vice to the farmers 
; to not.’sow wheat 
if any alternative offered. 


fF Sanford Evans, whom one of the papers 
describes as a great authority on wheat 
marketing, advises no fixed price and we 
are informed from: divers sourees that 
Canada cannot afford the financial loss 
involved in’ a fixed price for our wheat 
equal to the United States price. The 
farmers of Western Canada take second 
“place to no class in the world in their 
pleasure that the war is over, they have 
not been behind any class in the Empire 
in their efforts toward that end either in 
their response to the call for enlistment 
of men, or production of ‘food for their 
support. They knew as little of the date 
when the.collapse would occur as anybody, 
and they. went on preparing with the 
same effort as did other interested classes. 

In this district, and I believe the condi- 
tion holds good.over the Province, . there 
is more land in good shape for aw heat crop 
than there ever\was before. This land 
was prepared at war time expense in labor, 
equipment, and cost of living and the 
Government’s - Macedonian cry for the 
‘maximum of production never ceased. 
In view of these facts and some others 
which I.shall state the situation is one of 
great seriousness. 

As a result of an interview with a 
number of merchants last week, I learned 
that from price lists already received from 
manufacturers’ agents and wholesalers in 
Eastern Canada that prices next fall would 
not only not be lower but would be higher 
by nearly 100 per cent. Underwear, for 
instance, that this year cost the retailer 
$36 a dozen are listed for next year at 
$70 a dozen. <A long line of necessities 
that we discussed showed a similar fore- 
cast. o™ 
There is not space to go jmto details, but 
I am going to make bold to point out to the 
Government that if prices that the consum- 
ers must pay for necessities are to be raised 
to any such an extent and the farmer must 
take .an appreciably lower price for his 
, produce, a one-eyed man can see trouble 
“and dissatisfaction on the horizon. If the 
United States farmer who hasn’t done 
any more to win the war than has the 
farmer-of Western Canada gets.two dollars 
net for his wheat.and we must. take say 
$1.50 or whatever the manipulator chooses 
to give there will grow up not a Bolshevist 
but an annexation sentiment in the West 
that may result in nothing, short of the 
‘“loss of a. large slice of Canada to the 
' British Crown. President Wilson’s doc- 
‘trine of self-determination ought,to be as 
applicable to Western Canada as to Alsace 
-and Lorraine or any part-of, Europe. The 
fault will not be ours, for the West is 
ywholeheartedly Canadian, but. this con- 
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dition added to the ‘tariff ‘tyranny “may 
become the last straw.) °- 

The ablest commentators are agreed 
that it was not slavery that caused, the 
Civil War but the Hydra Headed monster 
Tariff Reform. ‘The cotton growing and 
agricultural populations of the South and 
West had exhausted all-their energies in 
the quest for redress from the evil effects 
of the special privileges of the entrenched 
business and manufacturing interests of 
New England. And \there can be no 
Ganadian either by birth or adoption 
but must stand appalled at the prospect 
of anything that would tend to bring 
about a repetition of that fratricidal strug- 
gle on the northern half of the Continent. 

That there is a cleavage growing gradual- 
ly wider between East and West, no 
thinking Canadian can deny nor cease to 
deplore;.and on both Eastern and Western 
Canada the ever widening gulf between 
Dives and Lazarus but increases the 
danger of the situation. The other day 


READ YOUR ‘* NON - PARTISAN” 


If you fail to do so you are missing 
something. Here’is the opinion of 
one of the @martest young journal- 
ists in Canada regarding it. 


DEAR 
Yesterday I spent a most enjoyable 
hour reading your ALBERTA NON-PARTISAN 
for December 4th. There is quite a lot 
of matter in this issue that I would like 
to give a much wider distribution by 
publishing it in Rurar CaNnapa. Due 
i credit will be given you and it will all 
be to the good of* your cause. First, the 
cartoon on the front page, ‘“‘The Great 
Obstacle to Progress,’’ is corkingly good 
and just the very thing to illustrate our 
reports of the U. F. W. O. Convention 
held last week in Toronto. ‘‘The. Pro- 
mise of the Future,” by John Glambeck, 
is so good I want to run it, also I must 
publish ‘“‘Outlawed by Lawyers,” by Jas. 
Weir. That article in a previous issue on 
The Grain Growers Guide by Mr. Carp, 
was so hot that I could not refrain from 
taking it also. Such criticism cannot but 
do good and I was right glad to see your 
Editor’s reply on page 5, Dec. 4th issue. 
I had a pleasant interview with Mrs. 
McKinney and wish to compliment you 
all on the efforts youare making. Appreci- 
ating your co-operation. 


_ —Cuas. C. NIXON, B.S.A., 
Editor, ‘‘Rural Canada,” Toronto. 
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a Manitoba farmer sold young fit beef 
(too light for export) for seven cents a 
pound and sat at his friend’s table in 
Winnipeg and helped eat boiling beef at 
40 cents. A week ago a farmer sold hogs 
for Calgary market at seventeen cents 
and bought bacon at 65 cents a pound 
and a friend of mine sold’for Christmas. 
young dressed geese at 20 cents a pound 
that were priced retail in a Calgary butcher 
shop at 38 cents a pound, just 65 miles 
distant. 

I am not a pessimist, but I am daily 
confronted with conditions and incidents 
that lead me to the inevitable conclusion 
that the farmers and workers’ day for 
whereasing and resoluting, has gone by 
and that their hour for political action 
has struck if they are to prevent (and 
upon ng others so especially devolves the 
duty), “a condition that degrades a self- 
respecting law-abiding citizen into a 
voleanic “sans culotte’’ who, having lost 
hope of bettering conditions by lawful 


{ . 
Do you read your ‘‘Non-Partisan?*” 
1 


methods, ‘like ‘anothe 


Sampson lays his ‘brawny faring desperate 


pillars of the temple “edi oon. the! 
wreck and ruin. aoe nes Fea ; 


Why the Fort William. Fre; 


ght. 

A few weeks ago I ventured Rate? 
ment-in the ‘Non-Partisan in ref ce - 
the freight paid on Alberta wheat Whee to 
the order of the Grain Superviso Which 5 
was prohibited from) shipment ... 20ard 
previnge: me eG OUt Of ‘the 

In “The United News” for 
attempt is made to justify the iember a 
the ground that the price was ¢, nee on 
Fort William. Why Basis-Fort wi basis 
Why freight on Wheat or rather iam? 
William .price on wheat that 
intended to. go to Fort William 
actually went there? Why Ba 
William in the first place? Py tell Fort 

When Alberta first emerged from 4 pan. 
country to a grain country and ae 
the years when all the grain grown A 
province was consumed within ha the 
vince there was very little friction bee 
the dealers and the producers. mech 

The first elevators were built lar 
and with the money of the CPR Th 
elevators as Garners for the settlers’ a 
were a source of enormous rofits’ and 
the company that has always owned th 
Government of Canada since it was built 
conceived the crafty idea of havine whe : 
dealt with differently from any other 
freight commodity; and so set a btaibet 
rate for wide areas and not as in the ads 
of other’ goods from each station. These 
elevators as garnering mediums were as 
has been stated. above, so enormously 


never was 


gely by 


Ting 


<a 


why Fort! ‘ 


and Never 


profitable that the brilliant idea was con: /: 


ceived of repeating the trick at the Lakes 
front on the pleas of ‘Lake freight,” 
Terminals, and several other subterfuges 
not to mention the collossal annual steal. 
ings under the forms of law by way of sur- 
pluses in terminal elevators. 

If I ship a carload of steers from Park- 

land to Calgary dol pay freight to Winnj- 
peg or Fort William or Toronto? If Basis 
Fort William on wheat that never leaves 
Alberta why not on steers, or lumber or 
logs, or dogs or hogs, or anything else. 
_ Why does the U.G.G. man drdg flour 
in by the ears, can’t the millers, and don't 
they, take care of themselves in that 
regard? 

The freight rate from Parklandto Fort 
William is 31 cents per hundred. 

If a Calgary mill gets wheat from there 
and ships it east for export within six 
months, either as flour or wheat, it is 
asked to pay freight from Calgary to Fort 
William less the freight from Parkland to 
Calgary, plus one cent per hundred milling 
in transit charge to the railway company, 
Or about 214%c per hundred. On that por- 
tion of the wheat or flour that is used in Al- 
berta by 500,000 people, the farmer was 
charged 31c per hundred and the miller gains 


~10%c per hundred ‘which the farmer loses, 


and no sophistry nor side-stepping can get 
away from the fact. “That the United 
News should rush to the defence of the 
millers is a somewhat singular and signt- 
ficant fact. The writer says: “ We have ose 
price for flour in Alberta, it is delivered to 
points far away f.om the mills at the same 
price as it is sold close to the mills.’ 
Will the writer tell us how the Alberta 
mills can meet the price of compctitors In 
Winnipeg, Moose Jaw, Kenora and other 
points 600 to 800 miles away, and grinding 
the same quality of wheat and making 
similar qualities of flour. Is it not because 
in part at least that the 1014 cts velvet m 
freight on a large quantity of their wheat 
from Alberta points gives them an advant- 
age over their Easte n Competitors? Why 


B  -did Ogi 


Ivie’sbuild at Medicine Hat while 

y had a great plant at Winnipeg? .The 
De ek you get to an Alberta farmer the 
better he can be skinned. It can’t be 
done nearly.so well at long range. 


A Word About Oats 


Now 2 word about oats. For many 

ears Alberta foxes neve nae in. relpitt 
; se of ‘‘Location’’—that is distance 
em Fort William—amillions of dollars. 

This year Alberta didn’t produce enough 
oats for herself and astern British 
‘Columbia. Seed promised to be scarce. 
‘Then what? Mr.-Wilson, assistant Seed 
Commissioner, consulted the “Trade” 
(not the farmer that had oats to sell or oats 
“to buy) Pies Winnipeg. hate Pecianse 
: ers, the go-betweens, ome-on 
Se he strong arm gang of the grain 
‘business, and with them agreed upon a 
‘price for ‘Alberta Seed Oats, and Mr. 
‘Wilson recommended it to , the Grain 
supervisors Board to be fixed.’ One firm 
in the Exchange however, refused to be a 
party to the fixing at Whison’s price, for 
the very good reason that commercial 
feed oats being governed by the law of 
supply and demand, on account of the 
short crop were Bas yes ne more 

the proposed price for seed. 

a he ace: of this firm went 
to Winnipeg and protested that Alberta 
for years had ‘paid millions because of 
its so called disadvantage of distance 
and on the first ae woe! an Sei: 
farmer by reason of the short crop stoo 

ebone a eal eae im price in Leis 
little he had, Dr. McGill, chairman o e 
Grain Supervisor’s- Board at One Dollar 
salary a year, and Secretary of the. Winni- 
peg Grain Exchange at $8,000 a year, steps 
in and says, ‘“No, we won't letan Alberta 
farmer get a larger es than a setae in 
Manitoba or Saskatchewan.’ It was 
pointed out to him that the Alberta farm- 
‘er who could get 7 cents more for feed oats 
than for seed oats could easily make a 
swop by sowing a few wild boys in the 
seed bin. And then the threat was made 
to commandeer every bushel of oats in 
Alberta. However, that notion we ae 
abandoned and an adjustment made tha 
temporarily at least seemed satisfactory. 
; oN this = tae through our old 
riend ‘‘ Basis Fort William.” 

Let me potnt out two outstanding and 
a anny: che ae Sage with et 
matter. (1) The man who put up, the 
fight for the Alberta farmer in this pro- 
posed raw deal was whom? Hon. T. A. 
‘Crerar? Not on your life, Manitoba was 
interested. Politics had crept in and 
Crerar sent a small trunk Tull of telegrams, 
but did nothing. The United Grain 
Growers?) Guess again. ‘Their head- 
quarters are in Winnipeg. They had ab- 
sorbed the Alberta JT‘armer’s Company, 
and their duty lay with the Winnipeg end. 
H. W. Wood, a member of the Board? 
Well, Mr. Wood arrived on Wednesday 
two days after the row had reached white 
heat, and anything he did was in connec- 
tion with the final compromise and not 
with the original protest. Well whom? 
The United News of December tells you 
Jno. I. McKarland of the Alberta Pacific 
Grain Co. The manager of a despised 
trust held the fort for two days and defied 
the whole caboodle of his fellow members of 
the Grain Ixchange in the interests of the 

Iberta farmer who was fortunate enough 
enough to have seed oats to sell. 

And they tell us to speak of ‘‘our’’ 
Company, © “our” organization, ‘‘our”’ 
brethren. The Spanish. proverb says: ‘‘I 
Can fight my enemies but O Lord deliver 
me from my. friends.” 

, Will this. and other matters somewhat 
‘Stmilar in import be: aired in the U.F.A. 
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Convention? Not likely. They aren’t 
as Woodbridge used to say: ‘‘on the 
agenda,’’ and some of the leaders believe 
that the U.F.A. has a far ‘‘higher’’ \and 
‘nobler’? mission, to perform than seeing 
that the members get a square deal where 
other interests are concerned. 
—JAMES WEIR 
* * 
NON-PARTISANS FORM BANK OF 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unanimous Approval is Given to New 
Measure 
Bismarck, N.D., Jan.11.—Unanimous 
approval was given last night at the caucas 
of Non-Partisan League members of the 
state legislature to the administration 
measure creating the Bank of North Dakota 
capitalized at $2,000,000, with capital 
produced by the sale of state bonds, and 
to another administration bill creating a 
state industrial commission which will 
manage all state public industries that may 
be established by the present legislature. 
he bank is to be made the official deposi- 
tory of all public monies of the state, coun- 
ties, cities, townships and school districts. 
The bill provides that all deposits in the 
state hank shall be guaranteed by the state 
and shall be exempt from state, county, 
‘ inicipal taxes. 
ae a both measures 1s expected, 
as the league leaders claim a two-thirds 


in each house. 
vote in ea —I'rom The Calgary Herald. 


Guarantee in Canada? ‘ 


carry heavy responsibilities. 
' . * * * 
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CELTS 


“CONVENTION BRIEFS! 


Farmers: keep United. 
* * * 


Those opposed to you would like it to 
read ‘‘Untied” Farmers, | 
* ok * 


The strength and solidarity. of. yeur 

organization is your greatest weapon. , | 
* * poi \SEAE 

Do not let “petty”? matters effect di- 
vision. aay, He 

*-  & * eee 

_ Farmers must play their part with others 

in great events to come and which will 


Lief 


The power of the farmer is’ asserting 
itself and intelligently directed should in a 
short time remedy the conditions -yot have 
to live and labor under. | ape ss 
t * * Z 

Farmers contributed in full measure to 
winning the war.  % 

* 


New conditions now have to be faced. 
* * * ; 


It is important that the farmer should 
contribute his full quota toward buildin 
up a Canada worth while. Pere 

The ‘‘privileged”’ who have for so long 
held sway in our Governments.are. now’ 
full of apprehension as to the.future, 


And well they might be! 
. * * * 


For farmers are working together for the 
betterment of humanity. ee 
* * * 


Your 


convention has ‘become justly ~ 
famous. wih 


* * * ; en 
You have many friends and well wishers 


outside your own movement who. are 
watching how you conduct your: business. 
: * * * 


4 : 

By ‘your own conduct in your ‘‘own . 
Parliament” let them see how-well fitted 
you are to participate in the government 
of Alberta and Canada. 


* * * 


THE POLITICAL NIGHT OF 
THE CONVENTION , 


It is expected that Wednesday night will 
be the political night of the U.F.A. Con- 
vention for both Mrs. L. C. McKinney, 
Non-Partisan member of the Alberta 
Legislature, for Claresholm, and John 
Kennedy ,of Winnipeg, will’ address. the 
Convention that evening on future pro- 
blems that will confront the farmers. No 
delegate should miss the opportunity to 
hear these two speakers. 

The N.P.L. extends the hand of fellow- 
ship to the convention and feels proud to 
be allied with such movement working 
together for the betterment of humanity. 
The aim of the N.P.L. is to extend the 
U.F.A. principie of co-operation among 
farmers into the wider sphere of politics, 
being convinced it will obtain quicker and 
better results. ' 

We trust the delegates will all do their 
full share in a broad-minded way to 
strengthen the movement so that it will 
stand abreast with other organizations— 
pulling as part of a team. That must be 
your aim. Let wisdom temper zeal, let 
patriotism in its highest sense rise above 
partyism, and let the free course of democ- 
racy prevail throughout your sessions. 
May the U.F.A. rise to the opportunity of 
the future. 


* * * 


Read “The Fighting Programme of | 
the League in the States."’. Page 127 
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The Non Partisan Letter Box : 


Our space is limited. Letters should not exceed 500 words. 


URGES U.F.A. TO ADOPT POLITICAL 
ACTION 
Pine Lake, Alta., Dec. 30, 1918 


Editor, ALBERTA NON-PARTISAN: 
The recent discussion in your columns 


debating the advisability of the U. F. A. - 


becoming a union with a political pur- 
pose, is of interest to many others than 
the members of the farmers’ organization. 
J at one time considered the introduction 
of politics into the accepted mission of 
the U. F. A. would prove undesirable; 
chiefly for reasons which I gather from 
your editorial, were advanced by some 
who are opposed to such action. But 
today, although fully aware-of difficulties 
which cannot be belittled, I am strongly 
convinced that for a farmers’ organization 
to accomplish anything worthy its strength. 
its members must cast aside their party 
affiliations and stand together politically 
united on every issue which concerns their 
welfare and become a union, “‘in fact.” 

I have closely followed the U. F. A. 
annual conventions, and guaging their 
worth by their results, and I know of no 
fairer test, the results are inadequate and 
disappointing. The conventions hitherto 
have possessed neither the political force 
or bearing which could have enabled them 
to overcome many crying abuses, nor has 
there existed the required concentration 
to grapple with one abuse at a time’ with 
sufficient resolution to compel an admis- 
sion of its. reality and the necessity of its 
redress. 

I, need take but. one example out of 
many.’ We have an iniquitous tariff on 
agricultural machinery, an instance in 
itself of class legislation, brought forward 
at every Farmers’ convention. Has any- 
thing yet been effected? No, or is it even 
nearer being dealt with. Here is an issue 
of importance not merely to each in- 
dividual farmer, but affecting indirectly 
through a curtailment of his efforts, every 
acre of arable land throughout this 
Dominion. ‘Is such a matter to be period- 
ically introduced, degenerating into a 
stalking horse with apparently no further 
purpose than the creation of enthusiasm 
among the uninitiated? Need we wonder 
if many are tired of witnessing the farce? 
‘A dull ill-acted comedy,” which might 
have been otherwise if the farmers through- 
out Canada had stood together politically 
united. 

In gredt contrast to such ineptitude 
we see a Manufacturers’ Association, an 
example to ourselves of a _ thoroughly 
developed political union, year in and year 
out proving its. worth for a _ purpose; 
strong enough to win all, and to hold all. 
—And the farmer too, to gain his point, 
must meet political organization with 
political organization.—There is no other 
way. 

Occupation on the land carries in its 
train, more than any other calling, a great 
dual responsibility which sounder legis- 
lation might well insist upon, rather than 
hinder or forget. I believe every honest 
farmer will support my assertion that 
there is‘a bounden duty, not only to him- 
self but to the community, that his land 
shall be properly cultivated, and at all 
times made the most of, and if this ad- 
mission be accepted, then taxes upon 
agricultural/ machinery hinder the way to 
better farming and should not, in the 
national interest, be submitted to. 

In considering this. pressing need for 
a more comprehensive organization, farm- 

ers will do well to reflect before: it is 


te 


H 


too late, that within the near future a 
heavier general taxation has inevitably 
to be dealt with, which will assuredly fol- 
low the defined lines of least resistance. 
And freedom from more than a just pro- 
portion of the coming burden will depend 
on the strength of their organization, 
not as an industrial, but as a political 
institution strong enough to be reckoned 
with and capable of repelling all who 
would unduly interfere with it. 

As a class, farmers have looked askance 
at change, and taken too small heed of 
the constant development in the general 
circumstances of life, and while this may 
have been their loss, it has also been to 
some extent a gain. It has added to the 
solidity and respectability of a calling, 
but it has made the individual slower in 
the mass than other men to grasp and 
promote his own advancement. 
the main, such men are influenced by 
the strong common sense which their 
daily occupation fosters, and they will 
yet turn to practical purpose the strength 
which political unity alone can afford them. 
They will remember, too, that dissension 
can lead not only to disaster but to a 
continuance of that lack of political co- 
operation which has proved disastrous 
to the well doing of the agricultural classes 
in the management and direction of their 
public affairs. 

Agricultural industry the world over 
has proved itself the well-tried balance 
wheel of every State and how forcibly 
that is to be accentuated with the extra- 
ordinary socialistic unrest existing no 
one can forecast. But this we do know, 
that unobtrusively for generations the 
farmer has fulfilled his mission, and un- 
consciously he has grown a wider. destiny. 
The time-worn furrows of our forbears 
are converging on the goal of a greater 
political independence which we have 
faith will be worthily employed. There 
is before us today an open road leading 
to a well justified, but too long delayed 
Political Independent Endeavor. 

—Hy, FRANK ILAWRENCE. 


‘LOOK AFTER AFFAIRS AT HOME 


Travers, Alta., Dec. 28, 1918 


Editor, ALBERTA NON-PARTISAN: 

I have read with interest and benefit 
the various artic.es and editorials in your 
paper and wish to express my appreci- 
ation. ; 

W. D. Bayley’s letter from New Zea- 
land in your December 17th issue, radiates 
the true as on social reform. World- 
wide upli 
of Brotherly Love’ will alone get rid of 
the inherent selfishness which allows men 
to fatten upon the misery of their fellows. 
Mrs. McKinney, in ‘“Meéting Kindred 
Spirits,” also strikes an uplifting note 
that strongly appeals to me, and W. R. 
Ball has a bee in his bonnet which will 
eventually gather honey for many a 
struggling farmer. 

Am afraid though we have a long road 
to travel. There are men in this district 
who have shown a broad-minded view- 
point on various subjects, who are con- 
sidering that they request the department 
of municipal affairs to take over this 
municipality, and I believe if it’were put 
to the vote there would be'a big majority 
in favor of returning to the old ‘system, 
“because it’s cheaper.” 

“Oh, commercial spirit, what things 
you .are responsible for!’ They would 
tather be governed by a ‘department’ 


- fact—‘‘That a fraction o 


But in’ 


t towards the' ‘‘Commonwealth . 


than govern themselve gi 
rather will not run ‘‘a two by towenmuot not 
pality and yet want, or think the munici- 
to run the nation. Y want, 
For what we often lose sight of js the 
j fa i 
ject and governed by the See es 
regulate the whole, or vice versa,” Ich 
a man cannot control himself he is unf 
although it’s more honored in the br a3 
than in the observance—to control oth ; 
and if I, as a fraction, will not give th 
time and thought necessary for gs i 
government, I cannot kick if “Georg 
gets a. rake-off for doing what | shoali 
do myself. Especially if after askin 
electing him to do my work I allow sie 
to do it in any old way, with completé 
indifference as to results or costs excent 
when the bill gets too big. Then | war 
up for a time, fire him when possible to 
do so, and then sleep, to waken up and 
do it all over again, and so on ad infinitum 
Trusting the germ of “self-conscious. 
ness’’ will assert itself some day. 


—S. G. Tuurtovw. 
x */ * 


BE MORE EXPLICIT 


Gleichen, Alta., Dec. 30, 191 


Editor, ALBERTA Non-Parrisan: , 

Referring to D. A. Galbraith’s article 
“The Farmer’s Parliament,” in Dec. 18th 
issue, in discussing U. F. A. revenue in 
the last paragraph, he says, “It is a hideous 
blunder for it to accept a gratuity from 
a stock company (a merger) not operated 
as a co-operative concern.” 

Being one of the Executive Committee 
who have been responsible for the method 


‘ of financing the U. F. A. for the past few 
years I would ask Mr. Galbraith to be! 


more explicit and to say just what com- 
pany he refers to and what is the nature 
of the “hideous blunder,’’ to which he 


refers. * —W. D. Trico. 
x s * 
TRADING 
Barons, Alta., January 3rd, 1919, 
Mr. Editor :— 


There recently appeared in the ‘‘Grain 
Growers’ Guide,’’? some timely articles 
suggesting a closer relationship and co- 
operation between organized labor and 
the organized farmers, anf which was 
well worth consideration of both sides. 

But from past experience it appears to 
be a ticklish question to bring up for dis- 
cussion amorig the farmers. The U.F.A., 
years ago, went on clear record, that as 
an.organization it would have no,truck.or 
trade with organized labor. The subject 
was declared unconstitutional, and organ- 
ized labor was practically thrown out 
of the “U.F.A. Convention, after coming 
there in good faith and in full accord with 
the two highest officers and delegates from 
some fourteen locals of the U.F.A. Is 
po on between the two bodies 4s 


induétrial organizations after this ex 
perience possible ? a 
Besides, the direct aims of the two 


organizations are almost opposed to each 
other. The wage workers want higher 
wages and decent living conditions an 
the farmer can do very little to bring 
this about, and cares less. ‘The farmer 
wants higher prices for his products an ‘ 
maybe cheaper labor, and no one fi 
caught the wage worker lying ane 
nights figuring out how to increase fa 
cost of food, or decrease the stipends tha 
the hired man demands. setnalifield 
We can co-operate on the political ee ; 
but what is our idea of co-cperation er to 
Do we want the industrial worker : 
endorse the Farmers’ Platform nadia 
recently was drafted by the Cana 


‘auncil of Agriculture, and help to elect 
Colidates that may be endorsed by the 
farmers organizations ? - 

If this is what we’ want, and organized 
labor agrees.to do.so, and carries it out 
successfully, on what tree does their melon 

row? ‘There is not so much in this 
platform of direct benefit to the wage- 
workers, but what they. could draft a 
better one, from their point of view. Or 
will the farmers pledge themselves and 
their organizations to back up organized 
Jabor just as effectively, when the manu- 
facturers, mine operators, and railway 
campanies commence to slash wages right 
and left? For if we want the help of 


. organized labor in specified cases, we 


should also’ be specific in stating how we 
will return the favor. It is not enough 
that we give the wage workers our sym- 
pathy, while they: are lifting us out of the 
mud, and a promise to co-operate should 
occasion arise. 


Now, all this seems to me to come under 
the head of truck and trade between two 
organizations, who are entirely different 
if not opposed to each other, industrially. 
It might have been the only possible way 
to try for relief a few years ago, but now 
since there is a political organization 
established, outside of the respective in- 
dustrial organizations, for, the very pur- 
pose of making concerted political action 
possible, it is not only ludicrous but 
foolish to resort to this—You-lift-my- 
bootstrap-and-I-lift-yours, trading busi- 


ness. 


—~ 


Would it not be far better if both sides 
got a clear idea on what and who tiey are 
fighting, each from their own point of 
view ? This would show both sides that 
the enemy of each, is the same. party, 
the non-producing, non-essential, money- 
owning class, who control the Government 
and who buy and sell human labor at a 
profit exactly as any other merchandise. 
If some farmer thinks he \is not classed by 
this class the same as livestock, hay and 
grain, he should read all the clauses in the 
mortgage he is trying to pay, and then 
make one more guess. 


Now, if both farmer and wage-worker 
compare notes and find that he who buys 
one, and sells the other, is the same 
gentleman, what would be more natural 
for them to do than to pool their interests 
long enough to. establish a clearing- 
house,—and use it—for the abolition and 
disposal of this' party they both have said 


unkind things about for ‘“‘Lo, these many . 


years.”’ The clearing-house is established, 
the farmers call it ‘‘ The Non-Partisan 
League,” The Wage-Worker, ‘The 
Labor Party.’’ Each has its own entrance, 


but both trade over the same counter. 


It is now up to you, Mr. Farmer and 
Wage-Worker, to do your trading there. 
Only by political action—not as farmers 
and wage-workers—but as producers— 
Get that, Mr. Farmer—It is as a producer 
you encounter your troubles,~can you 
obtain what you have been working for, 
wishing for, and fighting in the dark for, 
all your life. When we learn to make 
common cause of common needs and to 
use the ballotin unity instead of nullifying 
each other’s vote, then, and not until then, 
will a new era dawn for us, and then will 
we commence to see more meaning 1n 
life than to be slaves of the factory and 
Serfs of the soil. It will never come as 
ong as we take the advice of, and vote 
for those who live off the result of our 
labor, whether on farm, in factory, mine 
or trench. And if any one on earth needs 
this lesson driven home, it is the farmers. 


—Joun S. LUND. 


WANTS U.F.A. TO ENDORS 
THE N.P.L. 


Youngstown, Alta, Jan. 1st, 1919 
Editor, Non-Partisan: 


The Canadian of Agriculture have 
recommendations for each province ee 
denen ae pita the nomination and 

of candi i 
the Farmers’ Platform: Saya oHPBOEE 
_ This looks like a step in the right direc- 
tion, and I trust our provincial organisa- 
tions will not overlook this matter at their 
next convention. Would it not be better 
for the U.F.A. to endorse the policy of the 
N.P.L.? For if we let it go too lightly, 
there 1s a possibility the U.F.A. and farmers 
will get fooled again. We are all pretty 
well aware that at election times the party 
candidate will get on the platform and tell 
us that he stands for the whole farmer’s 
platform; then when he gets elected, he 
forgets about his promises. So I hope that 
the U.F.A. will endorse the programme 
which has the referendum and recall and 


determine not to vote for any candidate“ 


without his recall is signed, no matter what 
his promises are. In this way the farmers 
would know what they are doing, when 
they cast their ballots for a candidate; 
and I also trust that Labor would in the 
immediate future follow the farmers, and 
also endorse the N.P.L. platform. 

Let us work together under one banner, 
since our objects are identically the same, 
namely the eliminating of the profiteer or 
middleman in Canada. 

—H. A. WIERtz 

“ , 


* * 


CUT OUT THE SARCASM 


Gleichen, Alta., Dec. 30, 1918 


Editor, ALBERTA NON-PARTISAN: 

In explaining ‘‘The Meaning of a 
Crown,” in December 18th issue, our 
freind James Weir of Parkland, again 
spills sarcasm all through the article, 
without saying anything constructive, 
in an attempt to belittle our friend S. S. 
Dunham. 

He says in part: ‘The issues before 
the Alberta Farmers at the moment are 
so immeasurably bigger than Dunham, 
Weir, Wood, Crerar or any other indivi- 
dual that I am not going to devote space 
to any of them,” etc. 

I happened to notice a local in the Grain 
Growers Guide of December 18th, from 
the . F. A. secretary of Parkland, Mr. 
W. H. Boyle, in which he says, “We ad- 
vertised 4 meeting here three different 
times last winter and there was never 
enough in attendance to allow the meet- 
ing to be held.” ) 

I believe that charity should begin at 
home and if Mr. Weir is so much interested 
in the welfare of the Alberta Farmers it 
would seem to me that he might well begin 
at home and get the farmers of his com- 
munity together and get them to working 
with him. This little local convinces 
me that there is more truth than poetry 
in what I have heard Jim say on more 
than one occasion, viz: “I have got to go 
outside of the Parkland district to get 

upport.”’ . 

ST sine served on the U. F. A. Executive 
with both Mr. Weir and Mr. Dunham I 
can say with all sincerity that they are 
alike in some respects but very different 
in ays. 

Mr. ‘Weir is like all of us—he has some 
very good qualities and some very. bad 
ones. His love for sarcasm 1s one of his 
great weaknesses. Mr. Dunham has his 
faults as all other individuals have but 
he has the true co-operative spirit and 
his whole heart is wrapped up in the wel- 
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Local is as follows: Seven members in 
January, 14 members in July, 40 members 
at date. James Weir and the local presi- 
dent got 26 members. in one afternoon. 


- Mr. Trego’s own local has a raduced mem- 


bership compared, with last year. 
land has an increased. 
Whene Mr. Trego makes a. statement 
that I said I had to go outside Parkland dis- 
trict for my support, I simply quote these 
figures. In my election, I got 32 more 
votes in Parkland poll than my two op- 
ponents combined. In five pollsy nearest 
my home, the poll stood: Glendenning, 73; 
Cooper, 76; Weir, 225; Good-bye Trego. 
7 JaMEs WEIR. 


Park- 


* 


HOW PEACE CAME IN FRANCE 


~ (This letter has been sent us for publi- 


cation by D. H. Galbraith, of Vulcan.) 


France, Nov. 25th, 1918. 


Dear Brother: I have been transferred 
to headquarters an@ am one of a guard of 
three over a coal dump, doing 3 hrs. duty 
and six off, but no day off. Our billets are 
fine and comfortable being in the servants 
quarters on ah immense estate. We are: 
now in a town called Annappes, a few kilos 
east of Lille and it is much more comfort- 
able here than with the company up 
forward. Several cases of ‘‘flu’’ have been 


reported in our company, two having died’ 


from it. We have not received any de- 
finite information of our return but are: 
all hoping for a get away at an early date. 

Just received the pail of strawberry jam 
and box of eats last night. The jam is joy 


as we get half -a-loaf of bread each day so 
save part for lunch when we come off. 


shift at night. I have acquired a real 
appetite for tea as we were not allowed to 
drink water some places. Am mailing 
a Boche gas mask home. It is hard to 


collect souvenirs as we loose them in*® © 


moving. 


Our front on the Eleventh was quiet, | 


a contrast to the days before. The: big 
guns were quite close but had quit belching 
out fire and death and we were not break- 
ing our necks watching for the ‘‘Fritzie’’ 


machines coming over and dropping a few. | 


I have a matchbox made out of part of a 
machine brought down right beside where 
we were working. 

Am hoping to return via England and 
look forward to obtaining leave for a while 
there. Best Xmas wishes to all, 


Sapper A. C. GALBRAITH, 
C.R.T. 5th Batt., BEF. | 
France 


e e | 
Public Meeting 
MRS. McKINNEY, M.L.A., is 
to address a Public Meeting at 
Vulcan on Saturday next, Jan. 


18th, at 2.30 p.m., under the . 
auspices of the Vulcan, U.F.A. 


Guy Johnson, President Vulcan - 
U.E.A. will take the Chair. 


Every U.F.A. and N.P.L. mem- 
ber is urged to attend and hear 
the speaker. > 


11 


/ rf 
fare of the U. F. A. and the common | 
people as a whole. 

If Jim will only cut out the sarcasm 
and throw his hatchet in the well and 
apply his talents to something constructive 
he can be of great help to humanity. 


oT ee me ee re 
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- The Women on the Prairie 
By John Glambeck, 
' Secretary, Queenstown U.F.A. 


On the prairies of 
Western Canada, are 
living to-day, thous- 
ands of women who 
left friends, relatives, 
and whatever comforts 
a residence nearer civil- 
ization offered to go 
with their husbands to 
the land of promise to 
try, to make a home 
and if possible, better 
the prospects for their 
X children. The priva- 
tion, hardships, and all. round misery, 
most of these women have passed through 
would fill a big book if written up. Ralph 
Connor, R. J. C. Stead, Mrs. Nellie Mc- 
Clung and other writers of Western fiction 
have tried to lift the veil that hangs over 
this condition, but nobody save those, who 


have actually lived and witnessed what has * 


been endured on the prairie can really 
understand them. 

The great commercial interests of Canada 
well know that those fertile prairies we 
hear so much about will bring no returns, 
to the business men of their class, unless 
somebody can be induced to take up and 
cultivate this land. Hence they instruct 
the government, (which at present is merely 
a Committee to look after the business of 
he srich) to advertise for settlers. In the 


_ East, in the States, and in many places of 


the world, government immigration agents 

-can be found with glaring advertisements 
inviting the landless to come to Western 
‘Canada, get a free home and grow rich 
and happy. Unfortunately, after these 
settlers have been landed, the government 
appears to forget all’about them and when 
some of the’settlers do make good it is in 
spite of, and not because the government 
gave them any assistance. All over 
“Western Canada you will find settlements 
which are all the way from 20 to 50 miles 
from a railroad and where the settlers. for 
years in vain have pleaded for railroads, 
better roads, bridges, etc. - 

While trying to farm: under these con- 
ditions are hard on the farmer it is still 
harder on the farmer’s wife. During the 
grain hauling season, which is generally 
from fall to spring, during the worst kind 
‘of winter weather, many a farmer’s wife 


‘ 


'* has bid her husband good-bye on a Monday 


morning and agreed to attend to the stock, 
carry the water and wood, and do various 
chores until he returned which may be 
next day or several days after. With the 


knowledge that her: husband had to drive - 


over bad roads, ford streams, or crossa 
river on some delapidated old ferry, the 
poor woman was in constant torture until 
he returned, fearing he would get stuck, 
have a break down, or even loose his life. 
If crops were sure and prices good every 
year those conditions might be endured, 


but as every one knows who have farmed 


here, the farmer gambles more or less every 
year he puts in a crop and there is not 
a “district in. Western Canada where once 
every few years drought, frost or hail will 
make crops either.a partial or total failure, 
and some districts two years in. succession. 

Now then, when the majority of farmers, 
who had little or no’ capital to start with 


and have had’ to get credit at the bank, 


from the implement dealers and town 
merchants, are faced with a crop. failure, it 


‘is very hard on them, but it is still harder 


on their wife ‘and children. It is-humili- 


,ating) enough for the farmer to go to town 
-and tell his creditors that he can’t pay and 
to ask for another year’s timé on his notes, 


“a 


| but. what. about his wife?» During the 


_ous, dreary outlook. 


five years. 


The Alberta Non. Partis an 


whole summef she has faithfully helped 


what she could to raise a crop; she has ° 


hoped for shoes and warm clothing for 
herself and children for the winter, she 
hoped to have another room added .to 
the little tar papered shack, and for a few 
other things she needed inthe house. Put 
yourself in her place facing another year 
with not a cent to buy the most necessary 
things to live on and the credit in town 
cut off. 

Comparisons are often made between 
the wife of the farmer and the city workman 
generally in favor of the first one. Still 
unenviable as the position of the city work- 
man’s wife may be she at least knows that 
if her husband is working there is a pay 
day on Saturday night, while the farmer’s 
wife, when crops fail, has worked a whole 
year without pay. And the farmer’s wife 
also knows that the interest and compound 
interest demanded by those who trust the 
farmer, will eat up most of the profit on 
nex’, year’s crop. 

Yes, when the crop does come, many a 
farmer, after returning home after selling 
a load of grain, have had to tell his wife 
that the dress she has been hoping for, the 
clothing for the children, the pieces of 
furniture and bed clothing and other things 
so badly needed cannot be bought until 
the notes are paid, that all their creditors 
like Shylock of old, are clamoring for their 
pound of flesh, that if, he, the farmer, wants 
to to retain his standing as an honest man, 
the bank, the implement man and store- 
keepers must have their end paid first, and 
then, if there be anything left the wife may 
get hers. 

But the economic side is not all of it. 
For years the farmer’s wife lives isolated. 
Neighbors are few and far between. No 
school nor church, no social recreation of 
any kind. Hard as is the lot of the farmer 
he meets with fellow farmers on the road 
orintown. But his wife sees or meets few, 
and day after day it is the same monoton- 
I know of farmer’s 
wives who did not go to town for four or 
In fact, if they had-to travel 
on a lumber wagon of hay rack for 30 or 
40 miles it would be more of a torture than 
a joy ride. 

But perhaps the most dreaded and most 


terrible ‘thing the farmer’s wife has to face 


in the newer settlements on the prairie, is 
the great distance from Doctors and Hos- 
pital. Many a grave in the prairie grave- 
yards are the last resting place of farmer’s 
wives who have died after childbirth and 
who would undoubtedly have been living 
still had there been a doctor around at the 
right time. But as Doctors charge one 
dollar, per mile for going out into the 
country, the people who live 30 to 40 miles 
from town and have little or no> money, 
takes chances. The help of the nearest 
neighbor woman is obtained and while 
often things turn out alright, yet many 
times it doesn’t. Much has been written of 
the bravery of: our soldiers, but when one 
thinks of the silent battles fought in the 
years of toiling and struggling undergone 
by ‘‘the women on the prairie’ and re- 
members the spirit that must have filled 


their souls and which allowed them to 


“stay with the game,’’ one realizes no 
greater life has been lived, no grander 
death died. 


‘“The bravest battle that was ever fought, 
Shall I tell you where and when? 
On the maps of the world, you’ll find it not; 
‘Twas fought by the mothers of men. 


Nay, not with cannon or battle shot, . 


With sword or nobler pen, . 
Nay, not with eloquent word or thought, 


_ From the mouths of wonderful men. 


But deep in the walled u | *, as 
.Of women that would aaa S heart 
But bravely, silently, bore her part 

Lo! there is the battlefield,’ , 


,»While it is true that the ae Fe 

scribed are changed in the betes de: 
, districts after a few years, it is ales a 
that they remain altogether too 7 te 
mdst places and while some fates in 
ride in automobiles and live in nied 
houses, it is an absolute fact that rie 
majority of homes all over the prairie the 
consist of old frame tar papered shiek 
without any modern conveniences oh nf 
ever. The farmer’s wife still carries W ; i 
and wood from a long distance, |j oer 
Ni : : » lights the 
house with the old kerosine lamp, does th 
milking in a delapidated old shed sa 
performs the various household duties th 
a old labor killing way her grandmother 

id. 

-Now it is useless to blame the money- 
lender, the implement man, storekeeper or 
any other private individuals for this saq 
state of affairs; the real fault lies with our 
accursed out-of-date economic system, 

The only remedy possible is to have the 
government attend to these things now 
left to private concerns, who are doing it 
for the sake of as much profit as possible, 
As long as the government invites people 
_to go out into the wilderness, then leaves 
them to the tender mercies of private 
business dealers, we can expect nothing 
better than the worst kind of exploitation, 
And after all, under present conditions, 
these people are benefactors to the people - 
in acertain sense. For in spite of the high 
prices and ‘frightful interests charged, 
what would the people do when money and 
credit is needed if these people would refuse 
.to-give it. - : 

To expect the government composed of 
either wing of the- old: political parties, 
should change the economic system to fit 
the needs of the farmers ‘is absurd. As 
either side of the old parties are controlled 
by the class who wax fat from profiteering 
on the farmer it could not be expected they 
would inaugurate any reform that would 
injure their own interest. -No, we must 
tackle these evils ourselves and have our : 
own organization composed of those who 
have nothing to gain from the present 
individual system. 

And right here is where the farm women, 
who now have the vote, as far.as Alberta 
is concerned, ‘can use that vote and help 
to emancipate. themselves. When the 
men and womén on-the farms refuses to 
be divided up on-election day and stand 
and vote together they can capture the 
government and. as soon as they control 
that, it is up to them to see that no settlers 
are sent into the hinterland unless the 
settlement be followed up by railways, - 
roads built and rivers bridged ovet. 
Hospitals and doctors must be wi 
reach of every one, and no women or chil 
should be allowed to die because they 
can’t afford a doctor. Government loans 
at low interest and long terms should i 
given to those who need it, in place of t : 
present 4 months banking loans at Le 
interest which alwayg keep the borrowe 
in hot water. ae 

In short, Women on the Prairie, use 
your vote where it will do the most g00e 
and if the men have acted foolishly an 

; in the past there 
thrown away their chances in I like: 
isno goodreason why you should do Ii 


wise. —JoHN GLAMBECK. 
Ne s a 
| CLARKE, REGAN & CO. 


Law. Office, McLeod Block 
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' political and economic programme. 


the state administration. 


Organizing for Victory! 


It 
Reghting Progfamme of the League." 


——— 


py C. W- McDonnell of North Dakota 


y One of the most en- 
couraging features of 
the past elections js 
the fact that the Non- 
Partisan League has 
demonstrated that far- 
mers and workingmen 
can get together ona 
political and economic 
programme, and also 
4 «can and will stand to- 
i) gether in an election, 
voting together as’ a 
unit for that pro- 
{gramme. In Minne- 
sota the League elected 
is candidates in some thirty counties for 


- State, Senate and House of Representatives 


while organized labor in the cities of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis elected sixteen 
Jegislators pledged to the League labor, 
This 
flarmer-labor group has displaced the 
Derrocratic party as the chief opposition, 
ind#will hold the balance of power in the 
Minnesota Legislature, and will be able to 
force a large part of the progressive pro- 
gramme. 

Wherever the common people have or- 
ganized their attitude on local and natior:\ 
matters is found to be in substantial 
agreement with that of the League farmers. 
But the’unorganized masses have no means 
of expressing themselves. They are speech- 
less because the press»and politicians do 
not represent them and they must remain 
without hope of relief from bad conditions 
until they have organized as the League 
farmers are doing. But it is significant 
that in every state where the League 
farmers are organizing they have met with 
an hearty response from organized labor 
and who are just as anxious for the first 
real chance to come to escape from its 
bondage to the vested interests and the 
“cat’s paw” politicians. 

They are agreed that special privileg® 
must go and that the people must send 


_men of,:their own kind to law-making 


bodies. and state office, and that public 
ownership of the means of transportation 
and the basic national resources is indis- 
pensable in eliminating that special pri- 
vilege. 4 

It should be remembered that the gains 
made by the League have been made in the 
face of persecution and discrimination of 
the vilest sort. Outside of North Dakota 
‘a many instances the whole machinery of 
the states dominated by the interests was 
used to hold up organization work by 
action of county councile™working under 
They feared the 
gtowing power of the League would upset 
the Republican control of the State. In 
several counties in Minnesota, l[eague 
Organizers were prohibited altogether, 
while in twenty other counties organization 
work was made impossible by the activity 
of mobs organized by the League opponents 


_and which beat up and deported the or- 


ganizers and even prominent League 
members. Where meetings were not op- 
Pressed by pretended authority of local or 
State Officials they were made impossible 
by wide spread mob outrages. If the 
League has been able to’make good pro- 
Stess In these States under such conditions 
as have existed the prospects of complete 


Victory in 1920 are particularly encour- 
Being ee 


| 


\. 


s of the Elections and “The . 


The Alberta Non Partisan 


I stated J would give .the programme 


rg the delegates of the convention 
ae aul, The resolutions deal with 
ae i of national Import and probably 
lle allize the sentiment and voice the 
a S not only of League members but of 
aneeeees majority of the people of the 
ae tates. The following is the text 
a pan the delegates entitled ‘The 

1ghting Program of the Non-Partisan 


eague”™’ in full, including th 
to the definite programme = = preeme 


Preamble 


The soldiers and sailors in the world war 
oe eo paid with the offering: of 
ves for a lasti ‘ 

dence sting peace under a world 

Without their sacrifices the utter ruin of 
the Properties, the industries and the civil- 
ization of the world must have been in- 
evitable. For the defense and preservation 
of these, they have paid the highest price; 
and hence, our claim for their full parti- 
cipation in the government, for equal in- 
dustrial and educational opportunities, for 
free access to the natural resources, for 
protection against industrial oppression and 
monopolistic extortion, must be made a 
claim prior to every other possible claim 
on the properties, on the industries, and 
on the civil powers of the nation. 

The privations and the services of the 
women who took the places of the absent 


men in the shops and on the farms; the — 


toilers either too young or too old for the 
the tasks undertaken by-them; the families 
suffering from lack of income, the little 
children for the lack of care; the lowered 
standards of living because of ruthless pro- 
fiteering involving higher costs for the 
means of life—all these show instances of 
heroism got excelled even by our sons and 
brothers in the trenches of Europe. 

The soldiers and sailors fought for politi- 
cal and industrial democracy away from 
home, and their families toiled and sacri- 
ficed for the same cause at home, not that 
they themselves might possess its benefits 
to the exclusion of any others; but in order 
that equality of rights and opportunities 
between the nations and within the nations, 
might be established. 

Personal oppression, monopolistic ex- 
tortion, special privilege granted to one and 
special disadvantages enforced upon others, 
are the fruitful causes of disorders within 
the nations and of war between nations. 

The: only excuse for secret diplomacy is 
the purpose to establish or to maintain in 
secret that which would not be permitted 
were it known. Secret diplomacy has 
been the means by which international 
wrongs have been perpetrated and inter- 
national wars made inevitable. 


The National Committee of the 
Nat onal Non-Partisan League,,in an~- 
nual meeting assembled, therefore 
pledge their support to the following 


1. A peace programme must be adopted 
which will make an end of war by creating 
a world democracy, not by substituting 
one despotism or another. A United 
States of the World, by consent and not 
by conquest. 

2. A reconstruction programme must be 
adopted which will provide employment 
for all, reduce the cost of living, maintain 
earnings of labor and of primary producers, 
make an end of monopoly extortion, and 
redeem the state nd national government 
from the autocratic control of monopolies, 
and in this way make this nation safe for 
democracy. ea 

8 The termination of the present nation- 
al control of railways, and all other public 


utilities and industries as war measures, not.” 


by returning the properties to private 


which shall be exte’ ded to include ali means. 
of transportion and communication and 
all other undertakings which in their nature 
must be either great private monopolies 
or public enterprises. pd nis yee 
_ 4. Employment for the unemployed in 
co-operation with organized labor through 
government works in such enterprizes 29 
road building; forestry and. timber ‘and 
fuel production; flood protection; “and: 
land reclamation. The national improve- 
ment, with buildings, stock and machinery, 
of reclaimed or purchased lands, to be sold 
as going concerns, on long-time amortized 
payments, to returning soldiers and to 
others able to make small initial payments: 
All such undertakings to be provided with 
free schools for vocational training. 

5. The complete enfrancisement of wom- 
en, with equal opportunities with men, 
with equal pay for equal services. 

6. The national government should make 
loans to the state governments on ‘state 
bonds, secured by first mortgages upon real 
estate in order that farmers can get loans’ 
from the state at cost, and-also upon the 
real and personal property of stateowned 
utilities, enterprises or industries, in am- 
ounts not to exceed one-half of their real 
value. 

7. The immediate reduction of freight 
ate passenger rates, especially on food an 
tie. .* 

8. The immediate abandonment. of. all 
interference with the political rights of 
employees in the public service, or the 
exercise of any further postoffice censorship. 


War to be paid for by Incomes and. 
Estates af 

9. The national debt created by the war 

should be liquidated and to that end there 

should be an income and iriheritance tax, 

graduated upward from $5,000 until all 

incomes above $100.000 per annum, and 


all inheritances above that amount, shall . 


be apportioned for that purpose until , the 
debt is paid, and all incomes not accounted 
for, and. all income-producing properties, 
securities and inheritances not listed for 
this purpose shali be forfeited to the govern- 
ment. 

10 The rights of labor surrendered for, 
patriotic reasons must be restored, and 
laws limiting civil righis of the people as. 
war measures must be repealed. Die 


11. The use of the mails, telegraphs, 


telephones, express companies and banks 
shall be denied for making sales of goods, 
properties, investments ‘or securtties, ex- 


cept for direct delivery by the owner or | 


his authorised agent, and then of the 
specific goods, properties, investments or 
securities involved, in order to eliminate 
gambling and speculation in necessaities of 
life. 

These resolutions set up a standard to 
which those of a progressive mind and who 
are looking for real reform can rally. : 

They follow the expression of other 
organized farmers and workers. ‘in ; the 
States, in Canada, in Australia and. in 
Britain. : 

There is hope in them that the better 


day for toilers in field and factory is draw- : 


ing nigh. The resolutions are ‘an en-~ 
tering wedge against the rule of our 
plutocrats and which casts a shadow 
over our own people and. the hopes of 
democrats everywhere. NS at Sts 

—C. W. McDONNELL 
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= NO LONG LIFE FOR TH . : | IS 
SPECIAL eam Peon cn a yo eT ee a 


Stationery, - Toys, 


’ &. an 

MID:WINTER SALE |} ..Zi.stn,re ries cute rany | All the new Novels, 
might not be able to do later. No one 

at great reductions. Call and see Once the overmastering necessity of settling Dolls and Games. 


| Cause Mr. George and his ‘Allies knew 
} seriously supposes the Government, how- 
with Germany is removed, how are the 


COALITION 
they could sweep the country as they 
or We are offering our stock of Suits J Once ecesstul at the polls, will last long ?” 
us when in town. Liberal and Tory temperaments to work 


Libe | | | 
W BALLINGALL tons involving liberty, taxation thas. | LINTON BROS. | 


tribution of wealth, the control of indus- 


1009 FIRST ST. W. try ? Apart from the difficulty of framing 120-122 8th AVE. EAST 


‘ necessary legislation . it j i 
th and llth ; , it 1s certain that Phone M6441 
(Between 10 sigae th Avenue) } «cessation of war-work will lead to wide- = 


; : ish at spread Labor unrest, and unless the 

Out of the High Rent District. | Government is ready to tide over the 
difficulties, class after class will become 
all the more bitter against it because of 
having been stampeded into voting for it. 


Ae cannot forsee a long life for the coali- 
n. 


Now Is The Time 
To Commence training for a good position in 
the spring at the 


Central Commercial 
College 


—The New Statesman. 
* * * 
Manufacturers’ Associations and Politi- 


cal Parties long ago recognized the value 
7 of the Press—You too, Mr. Farmer, must 


Pleasing Photos recognize its possibilities. 


at moderate prices. i a ag Se You Have Unrivalled advantages;—Large 
j Classrooms, Small Classes, Certificated =; 
We do We have received a letter from Mr. A. Teachers 
i 


R. Dewey just as we go to press. The 
error pointed out is important and shall 
receive attention in our next issue. 
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An article from Alex. Ross, M.L.A., 
on the Alberta labor convention has 


; Studio--111 Sth Ave. W. 1 ; 
gone astray in the mails. We hope 
| Established 1900 Phone M2345 to produce same in our next issue. : 
gl 3 = Look for ‘*‘ The Perils of Peace’ in 


| 
our next issue by Guy Johnson, Pres. 
Vulcan U. F. A. 


Also ** Non-Partisan Jolts,"’ by Hec, 
FARM LANDS crowded out in this issue. a 
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